Protected areas play a very significant role in the conservation of medicinal plants and traditional knowledge. Chandra Prabha Wildlife Sanctuary (CPWLS) is situated in the district Chandauli. The presented study was carried out in the area of CPWLS for survey and collection of medicinal plants. Information on medicinal properties of plants encountered in the present study was generated through surveys and relevant literature. A total of 121 medicinally important plant species were reported. The present study aimed to document the traditional uses of different plant parts of medicinal plants. Present study of diversity of medicinal plant in CPWLS is helpful for information on medicinal values of plant species will also be helpful in conservation of these plant resources.
INTRODUCTION
Sustainable use of natural resources refers to the process of making a balance between the unlimited desire of human being and limited natural resources. In order to obtain the greatest benefit for the present generation and maintaining the potential for future, conservation is the only way. Conservation of plant resources is of global concern because we don't know what we are losing and what we will need in the future. However, conservation methods may vary globally.
Medicinal plants are an important natural resource. To meet the requirements of expanding regional and international markets healthcare products and the needs of growing populations, large quantities of medicinal plants are harvested from forests (de Silva 1997) . There are many factors which pose threat to many medicinal plants. The threats are degradation of habitat due to expanding human activity, decline of forest areas, destructive collections of plant species, invasion of exotic species, diseases, overexploitation, grazing by animals, industrialization, shifting cultivation, excessive use of fertilizers and agrochemicals, natural and manmade calamities, etc.
In India history of uses of medicinal plants goes back to 300 BC, in this year Charak Samhita, a document on herbal therapy by Charak reports on the production of 340 herbal drugs and their uses (Vedprakash 1991 , Mehra et al. 2014 . These herbal medicines always attracted peoples due to their low cost and minimal side effects (Bajpai et al. 2016) . Medicinal plants which are in use traditionally by rural people for curing various diseases are now moving into mainstream. Other peoples are also aware of their therapeutic uses for treating various diseases as well as maintaining proper health conditions. Thus today not only the rural and ethnic peoples but peoples in urban areas also rely upon these medicinal plants. In the country, large numbers of medicinal plants are extracted from the wild to meet the increasing demand for increasing population and export business. This has created rapid loss of medicinal plant genetic resources (Gadgil 1989) . Therefore it is very important to ensure conservation of knowledge of these traditional medicinal plants as well as it also very essential to conserve them for the betterment of our future (Deepa et al. 2016) . For that, more information is required on medicinal plant production, utilization, trade, monitoring the stock of medicinal plants, development of sustainable harvesting practices, preservation of traditional knowledge and intellectual property rights.
Protected Areas are one of the most widely accepted and practical approaches to biodiversity conservation worldwide. However ex-situ conservation methods such as plant tissue culture, seed storage and tissue banking etc. also play an important role in the conservation of plant genetic resources. Today almost every country in the world has designated protected areas for a range of conservation objectives, such as maintenance of the integrity and diversity of ecosystems, protection of flora and fauna, protection of cultural heritage and unique landscape, etc. At present in India there are 104 designated national parks, 544 wildlife sanctuaries, which play a very significant role in the conservation of medicinally important plant species. As per Uttar Pradesh forest report, Uttar Pradesh shares one national park and 25 wildlife sanctuaries. Out of these 25 wildlife sanctuaries, Chandra Prabha Wildlife Sanctuary (CPWL) is the oldest and first declared wildlife sanctuary of Uttar Pradesh and was designated in 1957. Since wildlife sanctuaries play a very important role in the conservation of medicinal plants of the region, therefore it is important to study the medicinal wealth of these sanctuaries. The present study was undertaken to study the medicinal floristic diversity of Chandra Prabha Wildlife Sanctuary. The botanical explorations were done for study and collection of existing medicinal plant species. The study was focused on medicinal plant diversity, distribution and uses of medicinal plants and also on conservation status and preferences for the medicinal plants of the area.
MATERIAL AND METHODS

Study area
Chandra Prabha Wildlife Sanctuary (CPWLS) is situated in District Chandauli of Uttar Pradesh and covers an area of about 78 km 2 (Fig. 1 ). The area lies between the latitudes 24° 52´0´´ N to 25° 3´55´´ and 83° 03´24´´ E to 83° 22´55´´ longitudes. It was famous for the Asiatic Lion from 1957 to 1970. The place has also been gifted with attractive natural sceneries, picnic spots, intense forest, river and beautiful waterfalls. Two waterfalls namely Rajdari and Devdari are famous for the picnic spot. It lies on the Naugarh and Vijaygarh hillocks on the North Slope of the Kaimur range. The Karamnasha River, a tributary of the Ganges, flows through the sanctuary, as does the Chandraprabha River, a tributary of Karamnasha. Raj Dari waterfall is surrounded by the forest area, this stepped waterfall is the main attraction point for the tourists. Deodari water fall is about 500 m down the stream below Raj Dari waterfall. Chandra Prabha dam has been constructed by the Irrigation Department. Chandra Prabha dam is located upstream on Chandra Prabha River near the sanctuary and is the source of water for both the waterfalls. The sanctuary forest is the typically dry deciduous type with dominant shrubby vegetation. 
Data collection
In present work the study materials consists of medicinal plant diversity of Chandra Prabha Wildlife Sanctuary. Besides the specimens collected from the sanctuary some information was also taken from previously collected specimens and related documentation about the sanctuary (Maurya et al. 2015) . Extensive survey has been carried out to record the information and the specimens were identified with the help of herbarium and published literature. The voucher specimens were deposited in the herbarium of Botanical Survey of India, Central Regional Centre, Prayagraj (BSA).
RESULTS
During the botanical excursion, the sanctuary area was explored for medicinal floristic diversity. After critical examination 121 medicinal plants (Table 1) belonging to 51 families were reported with scientific names, common names, habit, life form and their medicinal uses. Among these 5 species belong to Pteridophyta group. Out of total 116 Angiopserms 10 genera and 10 species belongs to monocot and 106 species and 86 genera belongs to dicot families. Fabaceae (13 species), Caesalpiniaceae (11 species), Rubiaceae (07 species), Malvaceae (6 species), Poaceae (06 species) were the most dominant medicinal plant families of the area. The medicinal plants were dominant in low altitude areas. Other families are Cucurbitaceae, Acanthaceae, Asclepiadaceae, Rutaceae, Rhamnaceae, etc. The pteridophyte belongs to 5 families viz., Sellaginellaceae, Isoetaceae, Schizaceae, Pteridaceae and Marsiliaceae. Monocot families were represented by only Poaceae, Araceae, Asparagaceae, Hypoxidaceae and Hydrocharitaceae. Some of the important medicinal plants in Chandra Prabha Wildlife Sanctuary shown in figure 2. 
DISCUSSION
These plants are reported to cure various diseases such as asthama, bronchitis, tuberculosis, headache, rheumatic pains, jaundice, constipation, diarrhoea, diabetes, leucorrhoea, urinary troubles, epilepsy, fever, elephantiasis, skin diseases, snake bites, cough, gummosis, gastritis, liver disorder, scorpion bites, eczema, cholera, cold, menorrhagia, boils, dysentery, sore, toothache, cardiac disorders, cancer, inflammation. And there are many plant species with antibacterial, antifungal, anti-inflammatory, antioxidant, laxative, antiseptic and sedative properties as also observed by other workers (Yadav et al. 2012 , Chakraborty et al. 2013 , Srilatha & Ananda 2014 , Arya et al. 2016 , Choudhary & Jain 2016 , Dutta et al. 2016 , Singh et al. 2016 , Sarkar & Devi 2017 , Umadevi & Srinathrao 2017 , Sundar & Habibur 2018 , Venkanna et al. 2018 . It was also a common observation that many plants are used to treat the same diseases.
Out of total 121 medicinal plant species collected from the sanctuary the most commonly used parts of medicinal plants are leaves (in 78 species), roots (in 75 species) and bark with 22 species only. The 78 species of leaves includes the plants whose whole plant and twigs are used and 75 species of roots also includes the plants whose whole plant is used for therapeutic treatment. Most of the medicinal plants are herb followed by tree, shrub, climber and vine. The study indicated that Chandra Prabha Wildlife Sanctuary is rich in medicinal plant diversity and it is an urgent need to conserve them. Uncontrolled human interference in sanctuary may lead to great loss of medicinal biodiversity of the area. The traditional knowledge of medicinal plant species and their therapeutic uses is also vanishing rapidly; therefore it is important to study their medicinal properties which will definitely increase their conservation processes. 
